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1) AN ELECTRONIC COPY WILL BE PROVIDED FOR EACH ITEM IDENTIFIED WITH AN ASTERISK "*" IN THIS INDEX (THESE ARE ITEMS THAT ARE PARTICULARLY SIGNIFICANT WITH REGARD TO ON-ROAD LIGHT DUTY VEHICLES). 

2) THE FILE NAME OF THE ELECTRONIC FILE WILL DESCRIBE THE FILE.

3) IF YOU WISH A HARD OR ELECTRONIC COPY OF AN ITEM NOT PRECEDED BY AN ASTERISK, PLEASE CONTACT VSC.

4) THE MONTHLY REPORT GENERALLY OMITS ITEMS THAT DO NOT CONCERN PASSENGER CARS/LIGHT TRUCKS OR THAT ARE DEEMED NOT SIGNIFICANT.

5) THE INDEX IS THE FILE STARTING “MRindex”

6) PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT ITEMS IN THIS INDEX ARE HIGHLIGHTED IN YELLOW
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I.  ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

                    ACTIONS

A. Final EPA Actions
None
B. Proposed EPA Actions
None

C.  The following EPA emissions-related documents/materials issued:

· *EPA Approves Updated E15 Misfueling Prevention Plan

· *Updated draft part 1066 engine testing procedures

· *Updated draft part 1065 vehicle testing procedures 

· *EPA CD-13-03: Adjustment of the Motor Vehicle and Engine Compliance Program Fees for Calendar Year 2014
· *Draft certification guidance material
II.  NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC 



SAFETY ADMINISTRATION 

1. Final NHTSA Actions

· Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards; Air Brake Systems,; February 11, 2013; 9623.  Final rule removing the stopping distance requirements for speeds of 20 mph and 25 mph and denying the request to relax the stopping distance requirements for speeds between 30 mph and 55 mph.
2. Proposed NHTSA Actions

· *Greenkraft Inc.; Receipt of Application for Temporary Exemption From FMVSS No. 108 on the basis of green vehicle,; February 21, 2013; 12138

· *Technical Report: Effectiveness of LED Stop Lamps for Reducing Rear-End Crashes: Analyses of State Crash Data,; February 28, 2013; 13756
3. NHTSA Interpretations and other safety-related issues of particular note: 

· The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration has posted three updated New Car Assessment Program (NCAP) Test Procedures The updated official versions of these three test procedures can be accessed through docket NHTSA-2006-26555 (see links below):

               
NCAP Lane Departure Warning (LDW) test procedure     - NHTSA-2006-26555-0135
                
NCAP Forward Collision Warning (FCW) test procedure  - NHTSA-2006-26555-0134
                   
NCAP Electronic Stability Control (ESC) test procedure    - NHTSA-2006-26555-0133
III. CANADA AND MISCELLANEOUS ACTIONS

· Canada

· *Regulations Amending the Motor Vehicle Safety Regulations (Interpretation, Section 18 and Standards 203, 204, 208, 212 and 219)
IV.  PRODUCT LIABILITY

This section of the Monthly Report sets forth summaries of recent Product Liability events in the US automotive industry.  If additional information on any summary is needed, contact VSCI.
HYUNDAI WINS UNANIMOUS VERDICT IN NEVADA ROLLOVER CASE
A state court jury in Nevada  rejected claims by a woman injured in a rollover that a 2001 Hyundai Santa Fe lacked sufficient roof strength and a properly designed restraint system.  Stevens v. Hyundai Motor Co. et al..

The jury delivered a unanimous verdict following an 11-day trial.

Plaintiff sued Hyundai seeking $3 million in compensatory damages plus punitive damages. Plaintiff
claimed the Santa Fe's seat belt system and roof structure were defective and the vehicle should have been equipped with rollover-activated seat belt pretensioners and side-curtain air bags.

Hyundai maintained at trial that the Santa Fe fully complied with federal motor vehicle and industry safety standards and provided the best crash protection available for the 2001 model year.

TOYOTA WILL PAY $29M TO SETTLE ACCELERATION CLAIMS IN 29 STATES


Toyota Motor Corp. agreed to pay $29 million to settle allegations by 29 state attorneys general that the automaker concealed its knowledge of safety defects in accelerator pedals.  Toyota also agreed to significant restrictions in its advertising. 

As part of the sudden acceleration recalls settlement, Toyota will reimburse Toyota owners for an estimated $5 million in costs connected to recalls like rental cars, towing bills and taxi rides, but conceded it could be higher. 

Toyota has agreed on a case by case basis to consider claims filed with the state attorneys general or federal agencies seeking reimbursement for taxi, rental car or towing costs. The claims must be made within one year. 

The automaker is also prohibited from advertising the safety of vehicles without engineering and scientific data to back such claims, the settlement agreement says. 

It's the latest fallout from the company's massive recall of millions of vehicles for sudden acceleration. 

The investigation led by New Jersey began in 2010 after Toyota recalled millions of vehicles for sudden acceleration issues. Each of the 29 states will get a device to read event data recorder from Toyota vehicles. Some provisions of the settlement will remain in effect for seven years. 


V.  CALIFORNIA ACTIONS

 The following California-CARB-related documents of note issued: 

None
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