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5) THE INDEX IS THE FILE STARTING “MRindex”

6) PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT ITEMS IN THIS INDEX ARE HIGHLIGHTED IN YELLOW
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I.  ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

                    ACTIONS

A. Final EPA Actions
None
B. Proposed EPA Actions
None

C.  The following emissions-related documents/materials issued:


None
II.  NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC 



SAFETY ADMINISTRATION 

· Final NHTSA Actions
· Federal Motor Vehicle Theft Prevention Standard; Final Listing of 2014 Light Duty Truck Lines Subject to the Requirements of This Standard and Exempted Vehicle Lines for Model Year 2014,; July 23, 2013; 44030
· Proposed NHTSA Action
· Preliminary Theft Data; Motor Vehicle Theft Prevention Standard; July 9, 2013; 41016
· NHTSA Interpretations and other safety-related issues of particular note: 
· *Information about  Ford paying a $17.35 million NHTSA fine to for late recall of the 2001-2004 Escape – but NHTSA never issued press release; also included in NHTSA settlement document
· Spring 2013 NHTSA Regulatory Agenda
	DOT/NHTSA 
	Proposed Rule Stage 
	Alternative Fuel Vehicle Badging and Fuel Compartment Labels on Alternative Fuel Usage 
	2127-AK75 

	DOT/NHTSA 
	Proposed Rule Stage 
	Tire Fuel Efficiency Consumer Information - Part 2 
	2127-AK76 

	DOT/NHTSA 
	Proposed Rule Stage 
	Heavy Vehicle Speed Limiters 
	2127-AK92 

	DOT/NHTSA 
	Proposed Rule Stage 
	Establish Side Impact Performance Requirements for Child Restraint Systems (MAP-21) 
	2127-AK95 

	DOT/NHTSA 
	Proposed Rule Stage 
	Motorcoach Rollover Structural Integrity (MAP-21) 
	2127-AK96 

	DOT/NHTSA 
	Proposed Rule Stage 
	FMVSS No. 218 and Enforcement Policy Concerning Novelty Helmets 
	2127-AL01 

	DOT/NHTSA 
	Proposed Rule Stage 
	Q3s 3-year-old Side Impact Dummy (MAP-21) 
	2127-AL04 

	DOT/NHTSA 
	Proposed Rule Stage 
	Importation of Motor Vehicles Not Originally Manufactured to Comply With Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards 
	2127-AL06 

	DOT/NHTSA 
	Proposed Rule Stage 
	Amendment to Part 543; Technical Performance Requirements for Immobilizer Devices 
	2127-AL08 

	DOT/NHTSA 
	Proposed Rule Stage 
	Amend Definition of 3-Wheeled Vehicles 
	2127-AL15 

	DOT/NHTSA 
	Proposed Rule Stage 
	Upgrade of LATCH Usability Requirements (MAP-21) 
	2127-AL20 

	DOT/NHTSA 
	Proposed Rule Stage 
	Part 571 New FMVSS, Lamps and Reflective Devices for Agricultural Equipment (MAP-21) 
	2127-AL28 

	DOT/NHTSA 
	Proposed Rule Stage 
	Registered Importers of Vehicles Not Originally Manufactured to Conform to the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards 
	2127-AL43 

	DOT/NHTSA 
	Final Rule Stage 
	Require Installation of Seat Belts on Motorcoaches, FMVSS No. 208 (MAP-21) 
	2127-AK56 

	DOT/NHTSA 
	Final Rule Stage 
	Early Warning Reporting and Foreign Defect Reporting Regulation (MAP-21) 
	2127-AK72 

	DOT/NHTSA 
	Final Rule Stage 
	Electronic Stability Control Systems for Heavy Vehicles (MAP-21) 
	2127-AK97 

	DOT/NHTSA 
	Final Rule Stage 
	FMVSS No. 205, Glazing Materials, GTR (RRR) 
	2127-AL03 

	DOT/NHTSA 
	Final Rule Stage 
	Response to Petitions for Reconsideration (Part 2) 49 CFR 571.3, Designated Seating Position and 49 CFR 571.210, Seat Belt Assembly Anchorages 
	2127-AL13 

	DOT/NHTSA 
	Final Rule Stage 
	Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No. 108, "Lamps, Reflective Devices, and Associated Equipment" 
	2127-AL27 

	DOT/NHTSA 
	Final Rule Stage 
	Corrections and Minor Revisions to the MY 2014-2018 Greenhouse Gas Emissions Standards and Fuel Efficiency Standards for Medium- and Heavy-Duty Engines and Vehicles 
	2127-AL31 

	DOT/NHTSA 
	Final Rule Stage 
	Petitions for Reconsideration of 10 Year-Old Dummy Into FMVSS No. 213 
	2127-AL35 

	DOT/NHTSA 
	Final Rule Stage 
	Ejection Mitigation Reconsideration 
	2127-AL40 

	DOT/NHTSA 
	Final Rule Stage 
	Theft Prevention?-2014 Light Duty Truck Lines and Exempted Vehicle Lines 
	2127-AL42 
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III. CANADA AND MISCELLANEOUS ACTIONS

· * Florida Department of Environmental Protection  -- published a Notice of Rulemaking Development in the Florida Register on August 5, 2013.  The proposed rule amendments address new motor vehicle noise testing procedures, and the proposed rule development will amend subsections in Chapter 62-18.560, F.A.C., to delete those sections that are superseded and pre-empted by federal standards pursuant to Section 403.4153, F.
IV.  PRODUCT LIABILITY

This section of the Monthly Report sets forth summaries of recent Product Liability events in the US automotive industry.  If additional information on any summary is needed, contact VSCI.

VERMONT WOMAN WINS $43 MILLION IN CASE ON BROKEN SEAT BACK

In a case involving a Vermont woman who suffered paralyzing injuries in a 2007 accident said a state court jury has awarded her $43 million in damages against seat maker Johnson Controls Inc.  Heco v. Johnson Controls Inc.

The complaint said Heco was driving a 2000 Dodge Neon and was rear-ended by another car traveling at about 40 mph, and the seat back collapsed backward. Heco, who had been wearing her seat belt, suffered spinal injuries rendering her quadriplegic.

The suit claimed the seat, designed and manufactured by Johnson Controls, was defective because the single-sided recliner mechanism allowed the collapse.

Federal standards have not changed for this particular vehicle component since the 1970s.

At trial, Heco argued that a single-sided recliner mechanism -- installed on only one side of the seat -- allows the seat to torque and rotate even in low-impact collisions. This in turn can cause the mechanism to bend and fail, resulting in collapse of the seat back.

Johnson Controls' own testing showed seat failed at only 299 pounds of force.

Heco argued that a dual-sided recliner mechanism would have distributed the impact force equally across the seat back and prevented the collapse.

The $43 million verdict represents $621,000 for past medical bills and health care, $26.5 million for future medical bills and health care, $1.6 million for loss of past and future income, and $14.4 million for pain and suffering.


U.S. SAFETY GROUP SUES FORD OVER TOUCH-SCREEN SYSTEMS

Ford Motor Co. has been sued for allegedly neglecting to fix defects in vehicle touch-screen control systems that create safety hazards for drivers. Center for Defensive Driving v. Ford Motor Co.

Plaintiffs are bringing the lawsuit on behalf of customers who purchased or leased Ford vehicles equipped with a MyFord Touch system, as well as variations like MyLincoln Touch and MyMercury Touch.

According to the lawsuit, customers have complained that the system freezes up, malfunctions, blacks out and fails to connect with mobile devices. The complaint said system flaws have created “significant safety risks” for drivers, diverting their attention from the road when the product malfunctions and failing to contact 911 during emergencies as designed.

Ford launched MyFord Touch in vehicles in 2010. The system was designed to centralize audio, navigation, climate, mobile-device, entertainment and safety controls through LCD interfaces powered by Microsoft's Sync operating system. The MyFord Touch system can be controlled via a touch-screen panel, voice commands or by buttons on the steering wheel.

Ford reported 400 problems with its MyFord Touch system for every 1,000 vehicles in November 2012. 

Automakers have struggled to create easy-to-use and effective touch-screen systems that integrate entertainment and navigation systems.

Ford said that Sync and MyFord Touch were sold on nearly 80 percent of 2013 Ford vehicles, up from 68 percent in 2012.

The company said in June that it is also planning to add buttons and knobs to MyFord Touch systems in future vehicles.

Plaintiffs are seeking a court order compelling Ford to recall or replace the systems, as well as damages.

HYUNDAI HIT WITH $14 MILLION VERDICT IN VIRGINIA AIR BAG TRIAL

A jury found South Korea's Hyundai Motor Co. should pay $14 million to a Virginia man who suffered traumatic brain damage in a car accident after the side air bags in his 2008 Hyundai Tiburon failed to deploy.  Duncan et al. v. Hyundai Motor Co. Ltd.

Jurors found that a defect in the car's air bag design was responsible for the injuries sustained by plaintiff.

Plaintiff sustained serious brain injury when the Hyundai Tiburon he was driving left the road and collided with a tree on the driver's side. Although the car was equipped with side air bags, they did not deploy, the complaint said.

Plaintiff claimed that the side air bags did not deploy because Hyundai had put its side air-bag sensors in the wrong location, under the driver's seat, instead of further out on the car. Hyundai had conducted studies and knew about the potential risks with the sensor location, the lawsuit alleged.

Hyundai had argued that the car's air bag system met federal safety standards and had been thoroughly tested and found to be safe.

TOYOTA WINS VERDICT IN SOUTH CAROLINA WRONGFUL-DEATH CRASHWORTHINESS CASE

A federal court jury returned a verdict for Toyota in a case where an alleged lack of crashworthiness and a faulty air bag in a 2009 Camry caused a woman's fatal injuries in a rollover accident.  Quinton v. Toyota Motor Corp. et al.

There was evidence that a rollover activation system has been used since 1999 in other cars and was a feasible alternative design for the Camry.  The case went to trial on the air-bag-design and manufacturing defect claims.

According to the record, decedent was driving the Camry, when she lost control while rounding a curve. The car hit an embankment and rolled over.

Decedent suffered severe head injuries and died.

Plaintiff alleged the Camry's roof structure, seat belt system and air bags were defective and failed to protect her daughter during the accident.

The vehicle's supplemental restraint system consisted of frontal air bags, front-seat, side-torso air bags and curtain-shield air bags along the roof rails.

Plaintiff claimed the driver's-side, curtain-shield air bag failed to fully deploy because of a hole in the device, and the supplemental restraint system was defectively designed because the curtain-shield air bags were not rollover-activated.

V.  CALIFORNIA ACTIONS

 The following California-CARB-related documents of note issued: 

· *MAC 2013-02 re EWIR warranty information reports

· On July 31st, 2013, the California Air Resources Board (CARB) held a public workshop on how to submit on-road light-duty and medium-duty certification applications to CARB’s Electronic Certification system (E Cert). 

· The documents from the workshop are available here,  http://www.arb.ca.gov/msprog/arbecert/arbecert.htm, 
· The ARB HD OBD Final Rulemaking Package has been made available on ARB's website.   This package is related to the 2012 OBD rulemaking item (Board Hearing August 23, 2012) and includes the Final Statement of Reasons and Final Regulation Orders for the HD OBD and OBD II regulations, but also includes changes to light-duty and medium-duty provisions in 1968.2 and 1968.5.  The package was filed with the Office of Administrative Law on June 27, 2013, which has until August 9, 2013 to make a determination. 

The documents can be found on the official ARB regulation website:     http://www.arb.ca.gov/regact/2012/hdobd12/hdobd12.htm
OR  on the OBD website: http://www.arb.ca.gov/msprog/obdprog/hdobdreg.htm, 
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