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1) AN ELECTRONIC COPY WILL BE PROVIDED FOR EACH ITEM IDENTIFIED WITH AN ASTERISK "*" IN THIS INDEX (THESE ARE ITEMS THAT ARE PARTICULARLY SIGNIFICANT WITH REGARD TO ON-ROAD LIGHT DUTY VEHICLES). 

2) THE FILE NAME OF THE ELECTRONIC FILE WILL DESCRIBE THE FILE.

3) IF YOU WISH A HARD OR ELECTRONIC COPY OF AN ITEM NOT PRECEDED BY AN ASTERISK, PLEASE CONTACT VSC.

4) THE MONTHLY REPORT GENERALLY OMITS ITEMS THAT DO NOT CONCERN PASSENGER CARS/LIGHT TRUCKS OR THAT ARE DEEMED NOT SIGNIFICANT.

5) THE INDEX IS THE FILE STARTING “MRindex”

6) PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT ITEMS IN THIS INDEX ARE HIGHLIGHTED IN YELLOW
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I.  ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

                    ACTIONS

A. Final EPA Actions
None
B. Proposed EPA Actions

None

C.  The following emissions-related documents/materials issued:

· *CD 12-07(revised)   re  Assigned Deterioration Factors
II.  NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC 



SAFETY ADMINISTRATION 

A. Final NHTSA Actions

None
B. Proposed NHTSA Actions

· *Notice of proposed rulemaking, Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards; Seat Belt Assembly Anchorages; Incorporation by Reference; March 30, 2012; 19155
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C. NHTSA Interpretations and other safety-related issues of particular note: 

None
III. CANADA AND MISCELLANEOUS ACTIONS

None
IV.  PRODUCT LIABILITY

This section of the Monthly Report sets forth summaries of recent Product Liability events in the US automotive industry.  If additional information on any summary is needed, contact VSCI.

TEXAS FEDERAL JURY FINDS NO ROOF OR WINDOW DEFECTS IN HONDA ACCORD

Honda successfully fought a Texas lawsuit that alleged design defects in the roof and window system of a 1997 Accord led to a woman's paralyzing injuries in an accident.  Cartwright v. American Honda Motor Co.

A jury in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Texas delivered a unanimous verdict after two hours of deliberation, following a six-day trial.

In her complaint, Ashley Cartwright said she was driving on a rural when she lost control of her car. In the ensuing rollover, the plaintiff alleged, she was ejected through the driver's side window. Cartwright said she suffered injuries that rendered her quadriplegic.

At trial, Cartwright argued that Honda should have designed the Accord with laminated glass instead of tempered glass, which she alleged was weaker, and with a stronger roof to minimize crush during rollover accidents. She claimed roof crush caused the driver's side window to break, creating an ejection portal, and that she suffered her injuries when she hit the ground, the statement said.

Honda countered that Cartwright was hurt while still inside the vehicle, as her head struck interior surfaces because she allegedly was not wearing her seat belt, according to the statement.

In moving for judgment as a matter of law at the close of the plaintiff's case Honda claimed the 1997 Accord met federal safety standards on window glazing and roof strength.

The automaker said that under Texas law, “there is a rebuttable presumption that a manufacturer is not liable for harm to a claimant if its product complied with applicable federal regulations.” But the Judge denied the motion. Honda re-urged the motion at the close of all evidence but the Judge again denied the motion. The case went to the jury who then found no defects in the Accord.

V.  CALIFORNIA ACTIONS

 The following California-CARB-related documents of note issued: 

· *MAC 12-01 re MY 13 high prices warranty parts
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