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1) AN ELECTRONIC COPY WILL BE PROVIDED FOR EACH ITEM IDENTIFIED WITH AN ASTERISK "*" IN THIS INDEX (THESE ARE ITEMS THAT ARE PARTICULARLY SIGNIFICANT WITH REGARD TO ON-ROAD LIGHT DUTY VEHICLES). 

2) THE FILE NAME OF THE ELECTRONIC FILE WILL DESCRIBE THE FILE.

3) IF YOU WISH A HARD OR ELECTRONIC COPY OF AN ITEM NOT PRECEDED BY AN ASTERISK, PLEASE CONTACT VSC.

4) THE MONTHLY REPORT GENERALLY OMITS ITEMS THAT DO NOT CONCERN PASSENGER CARS/LIGHT TRUCKS OR THAT ARE DEEMED NOT SIGNIFICANT.

5) THE INDEX IS THE FILE STARTING “MRindex”

6) PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT ITEMS IN THIS INDEX ARE HIGHLIGHTED IN YELLOW
© COPYRIGHT 2011 VEHICLE SERVICES CONSULTING, INC.  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

I.  ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

                    ACTIONS

A. Final EPA Actions
    
 None
B. Proposed EPA Actions
None

C.  The following emissions-related documents/materials issued:

· *VSCI Emissions Deadline Alert 
· *EPA pre FR copy of  decision to allow E15 for 2001-2006 vehicles

· *EPA press release re cooperative timing of MY 217+ EPA, CAFÉ and CA actions re GHG

II.  NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC 



SAFETY ADMINISTRATION 




ACTIONS


A.  Final NHTSA Actions
1. *Grant of Petition for Rulemaking re Engine Control Module Speed Limiter 
  Device (heavy duty);

January 3, 2011; p. 78.

2. *Final 2008 Theft Data, Motor Vehicle Theft Prevention Standard;

January 14, 2011; p. 2598.

3. *Final Rule re Ejection Mitigation, Phase-In Reporting Requirements; 
  
   

     January 19, 2011; p. 3212. 
4. Grant of Petition for Decision of Inconsequential Noncompliance re FMVSS 
  108 and Horizontal Aim Adjustment on Visual-Optical Aimed Headlamps re 
   Bentley Motors, Inc.;

January 26, 2011; p. 4744.


B. Proposed NHTSA Actions
1. Receipt of Petition for Decision of Inconsequential Noncompliance re FMVSS 209 and failure to provide instructions re Mitsubishi Motors North America  
     Inc.;


     January 7, 2011; p. 1210.
2.   *Notice of Proposed Rulemaking re Importation of Vehicles and Equipment 
 Subject to Federal Safety, Bumper, and Theft Prevention Standards; Registered Importers of Vehicles Not Originally Manufactured to Conform to FMVSS (Registered Importers);


     January 14, 2011; p. 2631.


3.  Receipt of Petition for Decision of Inconsequential Noncompliance re FMVSS 
     108 and Impermissible Protective Grilles Mounted in front of Headlamps re 
  
     Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC and Daimler AG;

     January 25, 2011; p. 4421.
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C.  NHTSA Interpretations and other safety-related issues of particular note: 
· *VSCI NHTSA Deadline Alert (in 2 parts: final rules not yet in effect; upcoming rules)
· Jan 4, 2011 --President Obama signed the Pedestrian Safety Enhancement Act of 2010. In this law Congress requires the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration to start a rulemaking within 18 months to ensure that electric and hybrid car manufacturers add noises that alert the blind and other pedestrians.

III. CANADA AND MISCELLANEOUS ACTIONS

· *Canada Updated Jan 2011 Regulatory Plan
*Canada TC Personnel responsibility chart

· IV.  PRODUCT LIABILITY

This section of the Monthly Report sets forth summaries of recent Product Liability events in the US automotive industry.  If additional information on any summary is needed, contact VSCI.
ABSENCE OF STABILITY CONTROL SYSTEM NOT A DEFECT, KY. FEDERAL JUDGE RULES

The victims of a fatal accident involving a 2001 Ford Taurus failed to show the vehicle was defective because it lacked an electronic stability-control system (not mandatory under the FMVSS when the vehicle was built), a Kentucky federal judge held.  May et al. v. Ford Motor Co.  The U.S. District Judge granted partial summary judgment to Ford Motor Co. in the case concerning a 2008 accident. According to the opinion, plaintiff was driving the Taurus, the car struck a median and flipped over when plaintiff lost control. It landed right side up in the opposite lane and was hit by a tractor-trailer. Two occupants were killed and a third was injured. Plaintiffs sued Ford, claiming the Taurus was defective and unreasonably dangerous in part because it lacked electronic stability control. The Judge said the plaintiffs lacked sufficient evidence to support their claim.  The plaintiffs failed to show that the lack of an ESC system caused the accident, the judge found. Rather they merely argued that  it would have helped control the vehicle better. However, plaintiffs’ expert performed no tests to reach his conclusions and presented no data or statistics to support them. 
     .

V.  CALIFORNIA ACTIONS

 The following California-CARB-related documents of note issued: 

· *VSCI Emissions Deadline Alert
· CARB has announced that in order to coordinate our motor vehicle standards with the Federal Government, the proposed changes to the Zero Emission Vehicle Regulation and LEV III will now be released in September 2011
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