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1) AN ELECTRONIC COPY WILL BE PROVIDED FOR EACH ITEM IDENTIFIED WITH AN ASTERISK "*" IN THIS INDEX (THESE ARE ITEMS THAT ARE PARTICULARLY SIGNIFICANT WITH REGARD TO ON-ROAD LIGHT DUTY VEHICLES). 

2) THE FILE NAME OF THE ELECTRONIC FILE WILL DESCRIBE THE FILE.

3) IF YOU WISH A HARD OR ELECTRONIC COPY OF AN ITEM NOT PRECEDED BY AN ASTERISK, PLEASE CONTACT VSC.

4) THE MONTHLY REPORT GENERALLY OMITS ITEMS THAT DO NOT CONCERN PASSENGER CARS/LIGHT TRUCKS OR THAT ARE DEEMED NOT SIGNIFICANT.

5) THE INDEX IS THE FILE STARTING “MRindex”

6) PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT ITEMS IN THIS INDEX ARE HIGHLIGHTED IN YELLOW
© COPYRIGHT 2010 VEHICLE SERVICES CONSULTING, INC.  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

I.  ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

                    ACTIONS

A. Final EPA Actions
1. * Notice of Partial Grant and Partial Denial of Clean Air Act Waiver Submitted by Growth Energy to Increase the Allowable Ethanol Content of Gasoline to 15 Percent; Decision of the Administrator;
 November 4, 2010, p. 68094.
B. Proposed EPA Actions
1.   *Proposed rulemaking re pump labeling re ethanol;

   November 4, 2010, p. 68044.
2. Proposed rulemaking re Greenhouse Gas Emissions Standards and Fuel Efficiency Standards for Medium and Heavy-Duty Engines and Vehicles;

      November 30, 2010, p. 74152.  see http://www.regulations.gov/search/Regs/contentStreamer?objectId=0900006480ba8f78&disposition=attachment&contentType=html 
3. *Supplemental Notice of Intent regarding 2017” GHG standards (pre FR     copy) Nov. 30, 2010.

C.  The following emissions-related documents/materials issued:

· *VSCI Emissions Deadline Alert
II.  NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC 



SAFETY ADMINISTRATION 




ACTIONS


A.  Final NHTSA Actions

1. *Final rule- Technical Amendments, Response to Petitions for  Reconsideration and Petitions for Rulemaking re Head Restraints;



November 2, 2010; p. 67233.
2. *Final Vehicle Safety Rulemaking and Research Priority Plan 2010-2013; 



November 18, 2010, p. 70670.
3. Grant of Petition for Decision of Inconsequential Noncompliance re General Motors Corporation re FMVSS 110 placard; 


November 19, 2010; p. 7096
B. Proposed NHTSA Actions
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1. Receipt of Petition for Exemption from Terrfugia plane-car; 

November 16, 2010; p. 70070

2. Receipt of Petition for Decision of Inconsequential Noncompliance re General Motors Corporation re FMVSS 110 placard; 

November 19, 2010; p. 70963
3. *Supplemental notice of proposed rulemaking re hybrid III 10 year old dummy;

P. 71648, November 24, 2010.
4. *NPRM re rear visibility (cameras);


Pre FR copy Nov. 30 2010
Bottom of Form

C.  NHTSA Interpretations and other safety-related issues of particular note: 
· *VSCI NHTSA Deadline Alert (in 2 parts: final rules not yet in effect; upcoming rules)

III. CANADA AND MISCELLANEOUS ACTIONS

· *States – CARB requirements—Delaware decides to adopt CA requirements to start in MY 14 (now 15 states plus CA) AND http://www.awm.delaware.gov/AQM/Documents/1140%20DE%20Reg%2012-01-10.pdf
IV.  PRODUCT LIABILITY

This section of the Monthly Report sets forth summaries of recent Product Liability events in the US automotive industry.  If additional information on any summary is needed, contact VSCI.
MAN PARALYZED AFTER EJECTION WINS $19 MILLION ON SEAT BELT CLAIM AGAINST FORD
      A federal jury in Arkansas has awarded $19 million to a man who claimed he was ejected and paralyzed in a rollover accident because of faulty seat belts in a 1998 Ford Windstar van. Polston et al. v. Ford Motor Co. et al.
Plaintiff’s claim focused on the design of the seat belt buckle, particularly the release button within the buckle. [ See recent Cole v Ford decision – where $131 million was awarded in a similar case.]
“The top of the button is located above the top of the buckle housing, permitting easier access to the button,” Plaintiff argued in his trial brief. “The protrusion of the button renders the design of the buckle defective and unreasonably dangerous because it presents an unnecessary hazard for inadvertent release.”

Ford defended the design of the restraint system and argued that the U Court should not permit Plaintiff to claim a “habit” of seat belt use.

According to the complaint, the accident occurred when a dog ran in front of the Windstar, Plaintiff swerved but lost control, and the van rolled over. He was ejected and suffered paralyzing injuries.


.

V.  CALIFORNIA ACTIONS

 The following California-CARB-related documents of note issued: 

· *VSCI Emissions Deadline Alert
· * Dept of Toxic Substances Control 15 day notice and request for comments re proposed Green Chemistry initiative regulations
· The links for the presentations from the November 16, 2010 CARB workshop regarding possible changes to LEV III and the Zero Emission Vehicle Program are below:
· Advanced Clean Cars Update and Exhaust Emission Requirements 

· Update on Evaporative and SFTP requirements 

· Vehicle Technologies to Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions in the 2017-
2025 Timeframe 

· Certification Fuel Specifications 

· Environmental Performance Label 

· ZEV Requirements
· CARB False statement proposal Workshop Materials
· Text of Proposed Regulation 
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